
Energy and the Environment: Current Trends in Law and Policy
Course:   Intensive seminar in English
Lecturer:   Anika Nicolaas Ponder
Date:   6-9 June 2017
Time:    9:30 - 13:30
Place:    Room SR 28

     Energy and climate policy

Solving the energy challenge is one of the most defining 
issues of our time.  Energy supply and consumption are 
underlying drivers behind complex issues like international 
conflicts, wealth and poverty and of course, global climate 
change. As countries across the globe start to realise the 
urgency of switching to a low-carbon energy supply, policy 
and legal frameworks must be designed to support these 
new sustainable energy sources. This field holds a wealth 
of career prospects for law and policy students, especially 
in Germany in the light of the Energiewende.

The course opens with insights into the state of global ener-
gy supply, production and demand linking it to internatio-
nal climate policy and the Paris Agreement. The course will 
then focus on EU energy and climate policy and finally, on 
the German energy transition and the sophisticated legal 
framework that drives it. 

The course will cover the most important energy policy 
trends; however, it is beyond the scope of this seminar to 
go into great depth and detail. Rather, the material presen-
ted serves as an analytical basis for the students’ own case 
studies, presentations, debates and writing assignments.

     English language & communication skills

A wide spectrum of English language skills, such as under-
standing, analyzing, opinion-formulation, argumentation, 
discussion, presentation and reading, will be enhanced 
and trained during the course. These skills will be applied 
in a collaborative setting, requiring active participation and 
input from students. Students must have reached 4/75% or 
more in the placement test of the faculty.

     Deliverables

Students will be expected to participate actively in class 
discussions and exercises, and deliver the following:

1. Writing
•	 Research paper (2500 words) due June 30 

Each student will prepare a research paper on a 
topic in the field of climate/energy policy from a legal 
and policy perspective. Students can suggest topics 
themselves but these must be consulted with the 
lecturer beforehand. 

•	  Short report (700 word) due Thursday 8 June 
Students will have to produce a policy brief for home-
work. Topics to be defined during the Tuesday lecture. 

2. Exams
•	 Students will take a 30 minutes exam. The test will 

offer a choice between 2 open questions.
•	 Students will do three pop quizzes, one on each lec-

ture day, to test knowledge and understanding 

3. Presentations
•	 Each student will prepare and present short 5-10 

minute micro-presentations, one on each day
•	 Each student will deliver a longer 15-20 minute pre-

sentation on Friday, topic to be defined on Tuesday 6 
June together with lecturer, with slides.  

4. Participation
•	 The interactive format of the course requires students 

to speak up and participate in discussions, simula-
tions and presentations. Engagement and commit-
ment are a prerequisit.



Tuesday 6 June
The global energy landscape and international climate policy

  9:30 -   9:50 Introduction to the course, structure and deliverables

  9:50 - 10:30 The global energy landscape: From fossil to renewable

10:30 - 10:45 Video: The stakes of climate change: Extreme weather events

10:45 - 11:00 Case studies: Country briefs

11:00 - 11:15 Coffee break

11:15 - 11:40 Micro presentations

11:40 - 12:20 Energy systems and international climate policy

12:20 - 12:50 Negotations simulation: Micro presentations and argumentation

12:50 - 13:30 Climate negotiations

13:30 - 13:45 Definition of topics for Friday presentation

Wednesday 7 June
The Paris Agreement and the EU: Policy & ambition

  9:30 -  10:15 International climate policy: From Kyoto to Paris

10:15 - 10:45 Video: Climate Change and Reasons for Optimism

10:45 - 11:05 Carbon pricing

11:05 - 11:20 Coffee break

11:20 - 11:40 Debate: Tax or cap & trade?

11:40 - 12:20 The Energy Union and climate concerns: 

  The evolving role of sustainability in EU policy

12:20 - 12:30 Video: Energy Union

12:30 - 13:30 Briefs and micro presentations

Thursday 8 June
From the EU to Germany: Policy drivers of the energy transition

  9:30 -   9:50 Harmonization or diversity? Future of national RES policy in the EU

  9:50 - 10:30 Readings, formation of coalitions and debate

10:30 - 11:00 The German Energiewende: Policy and legal developments

11:00 - 11:15 Coffee break

11:15 - 11:45 Video: The German Energiewende: Power to the People

11:45 - 12:15 Role play: Development of a wind farm in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern

12:15 - 12:30 Inventory of international, EU and German policy instruments

12:30 - 13:00 Multi-layer mapping of the energy transition

13:00 - 13:30 Group presentations

13:30 - 13:45 Coordination of Friday presentations

Friday 9 June
Individual presentations (15 - 20 minutes) by each student

 9:30 -   12:30 Presentations from each student including power points or other support.


